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FIRST HOUR OF TRADING

PROVES TO BE QUIET.

U. S. Steel Makes Small But

Steady Gains Other Similar
Shares Inactive Copper
Group Listless But Firm.

Shipping Issues in Demand.
Mercantile Marine Common

Advances Point

NEW YORK, Jan. 13. The stock
jnarket in the first hour of trading
vai a quiet affair with a generally
firm undertone. There were numerous
strong spots and a few weak ones,

hut trading- on the whole lacked in-

itiative, and still bore the stamp of
professionalism. TJ. S. Steel made

" small, hut steady grains to above 112.
The other steel .shares were inactive.

The copper group was'also listless nut
firm. There was good demand fon the
shipping issues. Mercantile Marine
common advanced a point and the

, preferred more than two points. At-

lantic Gulf moved up more than a
'point. and a half. Among the motor
issues general motors new common,
after opening at 109 reacted to 107.
fcentrV Leather was reactionary, los-

ing more than two points.
United. States "Rubber was in good

demand at the opening at an extreme
advance of 21 points, but steadily
receded below the Saturday closing.
Pressed Steel car moved up two

'points: also United States Industrial
Alcohol.

The Railroad list was again quiet
with unimportant changes in prices.
Union Pacific was under" slight pres-

sure. Reading and most of the other
hares In that department held closely

to the Saturday level.
Today's Quotations.

Quotations today up to 1:30 o'clock
wer as follows:

Opes. Tr- - tow. 13s.

Advance p.. , 35 S8 35 35
Alaska O.... 8H 8K
Alaska Ja.. W W W
AlChalMfg. 27 i &H 37 27M
AmAgChm. 87 87. 87 87
AmBtSug.. 93 93 2tf 92K
AmCan 4H H H JX

ACanvf.... 108H 106K 108H UH
AmCarFdy. 65t 66K 65 66H
ACntOil xu 40 48W 48
AH&l4p... 68H 8H 68 6$tti
Ales Sec.... 30 30 30 30
Am "Loco.... 76M 70K 76Ji 70
A Malt C p.. 4SK 4SJ$ 48H 8H
Am Smelt... 106H 107Jf 106 1070
A Smelt p.. . 117 117 117. 117
A Steel Fy.. '62 62 62 62
Am Sugar... 11 1H MH lllH 1UH
ATel&Tel.'l23H 123M 123H 123H
Am Wool.... 45H 45H 5H M

"AmWPp... 44 44 44 44
AmZlnc... 36K 35Jf S5H 35K
Am Zinc p.. . 70H 70$ 70H 70H
Anaconda... 83 84H 82J$ S4X
AT&SF,.. 104H 104J 1WH 1MJ
AT&SFp.. 89K 99K 09 99
Ata"wi...;.uo inn uo lion
Bait & Ohio. 83J$ SSH &H 83Jf
"Bald Loco... 65 56K 5 55X
Barrett..... 129 120 129 129
Barretts rts. 2 2J$ , 2J4" 2M
Beth Stee- l- 470 470 470 470
Brunswick.. 9)1 9K 9J 9f
Butte Sup... 46 46JX 46 46Jf
CalPetm... 24H 25j 24H 25H
CalPetpf... 5H 5 64JS 55
CanPac 168H 160H 158H 160&
CenLthr.... 90H 0J 8SJ 89J
Chandle.... 97 '98 97 98
Ches&Ohio. 63JS SZH &Yi 63J
Chl&NW..-- . 121. 121 121 121
CH&StP.. 90K 90M 89H 90H
C,M&StPp024H 124H 124H 124M
CRI&Pet. 30M 31H SOJi 31H
ChUeCop... 25H 25J 25f 25Ji
ChinoCop.. 65 S5H 64J 64$
CC,C&StLpl 78Ji 78Ji 7BH 78tf
ColF&I.... 5 4&A 45 45H
ColumG&E 41H 43 41H 42
ConGEL&P. 124 124 124 124
ColSouth... 27 28 . 27 28
ConCalhn... 18 18 18 18
Corn Prod... 21 21Ji 21H 21H
CcnCan.... 89 89 89 89
Cruc Steel.. 62H 63i 62 63

.Cuba Cane.. 60 0 49 49
CubaCpf... 93H 93H 93H 93H
"OUUra'Sec. 26 26J--4 26 26H
Eri 32H 32H 32Ji 32H
Erie 1st pf.. 47 47 47 47
Erie2pf...v 37Jf 37Ji 37JX 37Jf
Goodrich... 55" 65J 64Ji 65J4
GenElec... 168J5 168)4 168H 168H
Oranby 89 89 89 89
G. Mot. new. 109 109Ji 107H 109
G.M.,ptnew. 91 91 91 91
GLNorpf... 116 116 116 116
G.N.Ore..... 35 35H 35 35H
Greene C... 43 43H Zi 43H
HvstCrp.... 84 85H 84 85K
HvstNJ.... 120 120H 120 120J4
lUCent 105H 105V5 105Ji 105K
Inspiration., 66 6j 65J 66H
InterC... 15 15 15 16
IntNkl 41H 41H 40J 41K
IntNlckcU. 41H 41H 40X 40H
IntNickctp 106H 105H 10SH 100H
1st. Paper... 43H 44H 43M 44H
IntPapp... 102H 102H 102H 102H
Kennecott.. 45Ji 46H 5H 46H
K.Co.ELpr. 2H 2H 2H 2J4
LackStl.... 83H 84K 83J4 84
LE&Wpf... 49H 494 49X 49i
Lee Tire.... 23H 23H 23H 23
Longlsld... 37 39Ji 37 38H

"Lehigh V.. . 77H 77H 77H 77H
Loose W.... 26 20 20 26
Lo&Nash... 131K 131H 131H 131H
Mackay 88 88H 88 88H
Maekayp... 67J4 67H 67H 67
Marine ct... 24H 25H 24H 25K
Marctpf... 80H 82 80H 81M
Max Mot.... 62K 63"i4 52H 63H
May DpS... 61M 61M 61i 61i
MaxMlpf.. 71H 71H 71 71
MezPet 104 104H , 103K 104
Miami Cop.u 41 41Jf 40JX 41
MK&Tex... 8J 8H 8X 8J
MK&Tpf... 19 19 19 19
MoPacwl... 31K 31H 31 31
MoPpwl... 69H 69K 59K 69H
Nat. Ld...113 113 113 113
NatE& S... 26H 28H 26H 26H
NTAirBrk. 144 145 144 145
NevCons.... 23H 24H 23)4 24H
NT Cent.... 101 101$$ 101 101
NT.NH4H 47 4ZX 47 47M
NT.O"W.. 27M 274 27M 27H
Nor & West. 134; 134 134 134
NorAmer...j70 .70 70 70

Open. Blsb. Low. l:U
LOnt Silver... 5J 6J 53 5U
Ohio C Gas.. 105 1051$ 105-- . 105
Quicksilver. 2 2 2. 2
PacMail.... 20- - 20 .20 20
PacT&T... 32Ji 32H 32f 32Ji
PMarqprwi 71H 71H 71 71
PennRR... 66H 66H 56H 50M
Peoples Gas. 103K 104 103JX 104
Pitts Cct.... 44H 45 44H 45H
Press S Car.. 77 78K 76M 781
Ray Cons... 26H 26H 20 2GM
RyStSprng. 50 60 60 60
Reading V9H 100 99H 100K

228H 227JX 228H
Seab'rdAL. 17 17H 17 17H
SeaALpf... S7H 37J4 37J4 37J
South Pac... 96J 97H 96J 97H
South Ry,. 30H 30f 30 30H
Shattuck... 25X.26H 25H 26H
Sloss-Shef.- .. 67H 67J C7Jf 67M
Studebaker.J105 105 104H 10S)i
StuUMot... 61H 61H 61H 51H
StL&SF.. 23H 23H 23H 23H
Ten.C&Cwl 14H 14H "H 1H
Texas Co... .230H 232 229H 232
TobProd... 6SH. 55K 55 55K
Undwood... 103 103H 103 103H
Union Pac. 143f 144 143H 143H
UnPacpf... 84H 84H 84H 84H
United Drug 75 75J 75 76K
UnClgSto.. 100J lOOJi lOOJi lOOJi

Al... 120 122 119 12 1H

USRub.... (60 , 60 57Jf 68H
USRblp.. 112 112 112 112
UnRInv...'. 9J 9JC 9Jf OH
UnBInvp 21 2f 21 21
USR&Im.. 12, 12 11H 11H
USSm&R.. 63H 63K 63H 63H
US Steel.... llljf 112M 1UH U2X
US Steel pf. 119J 120 11.9H 120
Utah Cop.... 104J 105Ji 104H 105H
Wabash 14H 14H 14H 1K
WabpA.... 5ii 64H 54K 64H
Wabp B.... 28H 29 28H 28H
WestMd.... 27i 28 27 28
Westhse.... 63 63H-- ' 52H 63
wj:i&M.rts. H H M M
WestUT... 95T4 95Ji 95H 95H
WiUyOv.... 36 36X 35 36H
W&LEwi. 21Ji 21H 21K 2iWells T Ex. 105H 105H 105H 105
Worth &M. 25 26 26 26
Woolwta... 144H 1H 144H 144H

Selling American Zinc,
1; American Zinc, pfd, 1: Republic
International and Steel, 1; Va,-Ca- r

Chemical. ; United Drug, pfd ;
Kelley. Springfield Tire, 1; U. a Rub-
ber, pfd, 2; -- Inter. Nickel, 'pfVL, 1:Inter- - Nickel, pfd ct, 1.
Sales up to 11 a. m 173,500
Sales up to noon 227,600
Sales up to 1 p. xn 287,200

CENSUS COTTON REPORT

Amoiint Consumed Lower Than In
December, 1915.

Cotton consumed during December
(exclusive of linters), amounted to
536,587 running bales, against 655,005
in December, 1915, according to a' re-
port by the Census Bureau today.

Of this amount, 397,617 bales was
consumed in cotton-growin- g States,
against 295,528 the previous year.

Linters consumed during December
amounted to 69,610 bales, against 76,-93- 2,

December, 1015.
Cotton held in consuming establish-

ments on December 31, amounted to
2,362,960 bales, against 1,853,046 De-
cember 31, 1B15; and in public stor-
ages and at compresses, 4,065,178
bales, against 5495,653.

Imports for the month amounted to
34,339 500;pound bales, against 43,724
in the same month of 1915.

Exports for the month reached (in
cluding uniersj, 737,00:: running
bales, against 658,278 In 1915.

Cotton spindles active during De- -
cemDer, numbered 33,804,474 against
si,740, i in tne corresponding month
of 1915.

Linters held in consuming estab
lishments, December 31, 106,627 bales,against 110,222 In 1915; and in public
storage and at compresses. 142.472
bales, against 149,042 in 1915. Ex-
ported 10,081 bales against 11,629 in
1915.

WHOLESALE PRODUCE MARKET
BUTTER ElEln mint. On: TCrtn i..process, 158 Wc: to packed, 2SS30c.
EGOS Nearby, 60c: Southern, CQiic.
CREESE New Tork State, xictorr. nrm.

saezic.
POULTRY Live hens, ncr lh in. -

ten, pep lb., eUc: turkeys, per lb., !4C3c:
sprlnr chickens, per Ibb.,- - :0321c: ducks, per
lh IKflr.. wm rw IK Y0.i.. i. .- -
youni. each, 30c

jjiLc&otoj touj.ii-lien- s, choice, per

per lb., 23830c: ducks, per1 lb.. 2032c; roos-
ters, per lb., USllo: reete. lSg20c...nTtVCS Av1&- - ll.u.u.m.1 ..vw..u AW". USH, VCT DOl.,
2J085J0; per box, JL00S2.50, California

onuses, tI.75S3 09; Floridji orange. C S09
4 00 per box; lemoni, per box, 13.0031 U); pears.

vrnrTiTiT.rfl Tn,A.- - rn ....
bbl.. ft 0035 00; Western, per Hi bu. sack.

bean, per baeket, J: 0084.00; peppers, per
crate, 33.0063 00; carrots, per box, 90cetl 00:

$3. 003 4.00; cucumbers, baiket. (2 S0Q4
. 00:At. invth M.t. c vim. An.

I2.B03J.CO per crate; cabbase, K 00 per ICO

lbs.: beets, per bunch, 384c: celery, per dos..

per basket: lettuce. 12 0033.00 per basket:

2J; equash. Florida. J2 002 50 per basket,
fl SWJ2.00 per crate; Florida tomatoes, 92.00

1 65 per crate; celery, California, M.C026 50

DKESSED MEATS Pork, small to medium.
lb., 13c: heavy, lb., 13c.

GAME Rabbits, No. 1. per doz., 33.SOS4.00;
No. 2, per doz., J1.0O3L20.

BALTIMORE GRAIN MARKET.
BALTIMORE, Jan. 15. Wheat

Firmer, January, February and iDot
No. 2 red, 1.98. No. 1 red western
spot, $2.03. Receipts, 235,356 bush-
els. Kxports, 400,377 bushels.

Corn Firmer, January. 31.08.
Spot mixed, $1.09 No. 3 yellow,

1.09. Cob corn, J 4.75 per barrel. Re
ceipts, 205,787 bushels. Exports, 422,- -
711 Dueneis.

Oats Firm, standard white C4 and
64 cents. No. 3 white, 63 cents.
Receipts, 18,008 bushels. Exports.
370,620 bushels.

Rye Firmer, No. 2 western ex
ports, $1.65 and $1.50. Receipts. 3T.- -
031 bushels. No exports.

Hay Steady, No. 1 timothy. X17.C0
and $18. No. 1 clover mixed, $10 and
$16.50. Receipts 1G5 tons.

TO SAFEGUARD HUNTERS

Food Boxes Spread Through For-

ests of Wisconsin.
MDNSING, Mich., Jan. 15. Food

boxes for lost hunters .are being
spread throughout Northern "Wiscon-
sin woods a result of the recent
near tragedy of a Chicago hunter who
was lost In the woods for four days
and found nearly starved.

In addition to the boxes containing
food, there are knives, forks. SDoonr
and matches. Hunters are asked to
report anyone tampering with the
food boxes. There are about 10,000
hunters in the woods here trying to
bag deer."

LOCAL MARKET '

TRADING ALMOST AT STAND,

STILL TODAY.

Prices Remain Firm Through- -'

out Lists Fifteen Shares of
Capital Traction Stock
Change Hands at 84 Ten
Shares of Continental Trust
Company Sells at 127 1-- 2.

Trading' was almost at a stand-
still at today's session of the "Wash-
ington Stock Exchange, without any
sign of the accumulation of orders
over the week-en- d that usually swells
Monday's business. Prices remained
flrnC however, throughout the list.

Odd lots of Capital Traction stock,
aggregating fifteen shares, changed,.,. rj trhila the flmires for the
...i, in nuntatiAn lot remained un
changed, with 83 bid and 84U
asked. A ten-shar- e lot of Continental
Trust Company stock sold at 127.
This Is an advance of a point and a
half over the price at which ten
shares of this stock sold a few days
ago.

The only other stock sale was a
three-shar- e lot of American Security
and Trust Company stock at 260.
"Washington Gas stock was strong,
with 70 bid and 71 asked, ex dividend.
Eighty-tw- o was still bid for Railwuy
preferred, with 82 asked.

Light as was the demand for
stocks, bond sales were even lighter,
ttVl irnrlh nt Amorlpun Granhoohone
Company small 1st e's at 102 U being
the only business. recoraea.

Tt 1. .inriar.tnnA thnt TTnlted States
t.kt.. nnmnnva IRA 04)0.000 bonds
will be offered to the public early
next week. Although offering price
has not been made public, it la ex
pected tnat ine oonas win yioiu u per
cent or better. .

This issue will provide the conn
tt.ntr ftittil. (n alr 11T RbOUt 120.800.'
000 of long-tim- e bonds and notes, and
will retire approximately ai,uw,uv
of present floating debt. In addition
It will give the company at least

of new working capital with
which to finance its rapidly growing
business. '

Opinion in the munitions industry
is divided on the question of whether
any of the large shell orders now be-

ing placed in Canada will be sublet
on this side of the border. Some trade
authorities say that Canada is al-

ready behind on deliveries and can-
not possibly nil such heavy business
as she is getting.

Union Bag and Paper Corporation
has purchased the entire capital
stock of the Badger Bag and Paper
Company, of "Wausau, "Wis. The
Badger company manufactures paper
bags ana nas a capacity lor s.uuu.uuu
daily. This Is the second acquisition
... .. TTnlnn Ttncr nnA PBr 4"!nroo- -
ratton since its Incorporation last
fall.

T0DAV8 SALES.
American Graphophoae 6's $200

102, 1OO01O2U.
Capital Traction, 10684. ZQSi.
American Security and Trust, 30260,
Continental Trust, 100127. .

LOCAL BOND MARKET.
GOVERNMENT BONDS.

Bid. Aakad.
TJ. B. Reg. 2s -- .. 3H ...
TJ. 8. Coupon Tt 99 ...
TJ. & Reg. 3's 100 ...
TJ. S. Coupon 3's ....... 100 ...
TJ. S. Coupon 4's 110 ...
W. C. 3.65's Gas Bonis.. 103 ...
Geo. Gas. Cert. Ind. E's.. 104i, ...
Georgetown Gas 5'fl.... 105) ...
Wash. Gas 5's 106 197
CoL Gas & Elec S'a.... 89
CoL Gas & Elec Deb. 5's 80

RAILROAD BONDS.
Cap. Trac R. R. E's .... 108 107
Ana. Pot. Guar. S'a 99
Anacostla & Poto nac 5's 98
City & Suburban 6's .... 102 ...
.Metropolitan R. R. S's.. 103 ...
Wash. Ry. & Elec. 4"s.. 82 SZ

Wash, AL & Mt V. 5's 78

MISCELLANEOUS BONDS.

Pot. Elec. Cons. B'.s .... 101 111
Pot. Elec. Lt. 5's 104H 105M
C. &. P. Tel. S's 104 105
Aroer. TeL & Tet 4's . . . . 96
Amr. TaI. &. Ta1. 4I'a. 105
Amr. Grapho. 1st 6's.... 101 103
D. C Paper Mfg. 5s.... 100
Wash. Mark. S's 1927.... 98
Wajih. Market S'a 1947.. 98
W. M. Cold Stor. S's 98
N. & W. steamboat as.. 10S 106
Riggs ReaL 5 s (short) 101
RIckb Real S's (long) .. 101
U. a Realty S's 104

PUBLIC UTILITY STOCKS.
Capital Traction 83 84
Wash. Ry. & Elec. com.. 76
Wash. Ry. & Elec. pfd.. 82 82
N. & W. Steamboat:.... 156 ...
Georgetown Gas 70 ...
Georgetown Gas 70 71
Am. TeL-- & Telga 123 ..

Am. T. & bL rights.... 1 2

TYPE MACHINE STOCKS.
Mergenthaler Linotype.. 166 167
Lanston Monotype 73 75

MINING STOCK.
Greene-Canane-a 40 ...

NATIONAL BANK STOCKS.

American Nat. Bank.... 151 ...
Capital Nat. Bafik 222
Pnltimhla. Nat. Bank 240 250
Commercial Nat. Bank.. 192 104
District Nat. Bank 145 151
Far. & Mech. Nat. Bank. 240
Federal Nat. Bank' 157 163
Lincoln Nat. Bank 1C0
Nat Metropolitan Bank. 205 210
Tiler Nat Bank 500 EDO

Second Nat Bank 142
Nat Bank of Wash.... 220 230

TRUST COMPANY STOCKS.
Amer. Sec. & Trust..... 250
National Sav. & Trust.. 275
Union Trust 121
Wash. Loan & Trust... 234 ...
Continental Trust 126 130

SAVINGS BANK STOCKS.
Home Savings 420 ...
Bank of Com. & Sav... 12

FINANCIAL

We Buy and Sell
STOCKS and BONDS
in large or small lots, for cash or

on margin. In all markets. Unex-
celled facilities and service.
JOHN L. EDWARDS & CO.

MemberslN-Jt- l.-.

1415 G St Phones: Main
3220-322- 1

East Wash. Savings.... 13
Sec. Sav. & Com 18

FJRE INSURANCE STOCKS.
Arlington ......'....i 8 9

Firemen's ............. 19 ...
aa ......... 330 .

Nat Union1 ""

Potomac ............... 38 ...
TITLE INSURANCE STOCKS.

'Columbia 4

Real Estate j 77 ...
MISCELLANEOUS STOCKS.

Chapln Sacks 170 200
D..C. Paper Mfg. Co... 140 ...

Graphophone com...... ... 163
Graphophone pfd 163
Merch. Trans. & Stor... 100 10S
Security Storage KB ...
Washington Market ... 18
U. 8. Realty Co "11

ttEAL ESTATE TRAN8FER8
Cl and CO Oakland stTMt northwtrt CharlM

J. Butler st ux. to Ida B. Taylor, lots U
and'U, block 7, LsDroIt Park, flO.

Addition to Rlonmond Park and Cleveland
Park South. Boston Realty Company, Inc.,
to Q. Gilmer Kailty, lots si and K, square
2071, In addition to Richmond Park; lot

Richmond Park and Cleveland Park O. Gil
mer Sasley et ux. to William B. Mlnnlx. lot
U. niun 1561. lis.

Contreae Helsnts extension Reuben B. Tlm- -
oers et ux. to joun . aooeoy, lot so, square
EK4. 110.

153 X street northwest Henrietta M. Haul--
day to Harry wardman and Tnomss Bones,

1SU N street northwest Harry Wardman et
ai. to Henrietta u. uaiuaay, lot . square
US, (10 (eubject to a trust of HI, WO).

Thirteenth street, between B and O streets
southeast Jobs F. Lee et ux. to Harry A.
Kite, lot 27(, asquare 1015. RO.

It street northeait, between North Capitol
and First etreete, and D street southeast,
between Eleventh and .Twelfth streets-Ha- rry

A. Kite et ux. to John A. Petty. lots
U to J1, square S7: lots H to tt, square
Ml, J10.

BUILDING PERMITS.
'The ..following building permits

were issued today. F. M. Johnson, to
build two brick dwellings at 432-4- 34

Canal street southwest; architect, W.
Edgar Houser; builder. F.' M. John-
son; estimated cost, 17,000. Harry
Wardman, to build three brick 'dwell-
ings from 1328 to 1332 Sixteenth
street northwest; architect, T. R.
White; builder, Harry Wardman; es-

timated cost, 130,000. D. J. Dunigan,
to build four brick dwellings from
3914 to 3920 Morrison street north-
west: architects, Landvolght & Cook;
builder, D. J. Dunigan; estimated
cost, 322,000. ,

r

BOY PREACHE&

A Dozen Converts Respond to Ru-f- us

Holder's Call.
BALTIMORE, Jan. 15. A dosen per-

sons walked up the aisles of Riverside
Baptist Church and shook the hand of
Rufua Wilson Bolder, twelve years
old, son of the pastor of the church,
the Rev. Dr. Rufus E. 'Holder, after
the boy had concluded a sermon on
the parable of the prodigal son.

The lad has preached In the church
twice before, and both times his ser-
mon and his call for those who wished
to profesh religion has met with a
speedy response.

Rufus Is in the eight grade of the
public school and has. been preaching
for some time. His talks are clear,
show the result of considerable
thought and are delivered In an ap-
pealing manner.

Rufus Is in the eighth grade' of the
Riverside Church sli.ee September,
State.

FIRE PUt OUT WITH jMILK

Quickness of Laborer Saved Barn
Filled With Grain.

WAYNESBORO, Pa., Jan. 15. Milk
was used in fighting a fire that
threatened the destruction of a large
barn on the Strlckled farm, near
Waynesboro;

The fire was discovered by Mrs. 8.
Elmer Beeler. who. with her daugh
ter. Miss Helen Beeler, and Arthur
Kirkpatrlck, ran to the blazing build-
ing with buekets of water. Before
they reached the scene -- a man, who
was milking in the barnyard, dashed
three pails of milk on the flames
and extinguished . them.

Although milk Is retailing at 10
cents a. Quart, the Owner of the barn
and cows does not regret the ffiss of
several gallons of milk, for the barn
was filled with wheat at 2 a bushel
and hay at 30 a ton.

BRITAIN QRAB8 WOOL.
LONDON, Jan. 15. The war office

has announced an agreement with the
Australian and New Zealand govern-
ments for the purchase of colonial
wool clips on behalf of the war office
and that detailed arrangements are
making for the handling of this sea-
son's clips on government account.
This action was taken to safeguard
supplies of wool for the clothing of
the British and allied armies and for
maintaining continuity of production
in the woolen and worsted Industries,
of Great Britain and her allies.

A Reuter dispatch from Melbourne
says the sum Involved In the govern-
ment's purchases of wool Is 30,000,000
pounds, sterling, and that the gov-cha- se

of meat probably will Involve
ernment plans with regard to the 00

pounds sterling.

FINANCIAL
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IS GAINING

W AIR

W. Joynson Hicks, M. P., Says
British Security

Is Jeopardized.

AMERICAN GRAFT CHARGE

German's More En-

gines Enable Them to Out--.

fly the Allies.

LONDON, Jan. 15. Germany soon
will have complete supremacy in the
air, according to W. Joynson Hicks,
one of the most active members of the
House of Commons, who has made
a specialty of aviation. He points out
the futility of .complaining to the gov
ernment and appeals to the press to
Intervene and compel immediate ac-

tion. He complains at delays and at-
tacks the authorities for permitting
the payment of huge commissions to
intermediary American contractors. ;

"While the high powers are quarrel-ing,- "

he says, Tthe lives of our msn
are sacrificed and the security of our
army Is ed. The casualties
among the Royal Flying Corps have
Increased, and many officers from the
front complain thtt the curve has be-
gun to move in the German direction.

"Our machines are out of date, as
against the brilliant new ones that the
Germans use. The model that fills up
the bult of our squadrons is a beauti-
ful stable machine, but it is utterly
outclassed with its 99 to 100 horse-
power engine by the new German ma-
chines, the Bumpier, Halberstadt and
several others with engines of 240 to
260 horsepower now ln use.

Germans Reach Greater Heights.
"They cruise around over our lines

at a height of 18,000 to 20.000 feet,
while the bulk of our machines are
content with flying, at a height of
8,000 or 10,000 feet . A few others
can reach 15,000 feet. Everybody
knows that In flying height Is what
tne weather gauge was to neison- -

"The 'new German machines crash
down with all the added impetus of
thelr,descent upon our machines, with
results - disastrous to our intrepid
young aviators who sian them. They
are effete machines and nothing more.

"What both services, military and
naval, have refused to realise is that
success in aviation consists In engine
power. rThls means not only pace, but
climbing power. In the Germany army
everything has been made to give way
to higher power In engines.

There is one mode only la which
we cannot merely regain our position
but get what we never have had, the
command of the air. That Is to scrap
relentlessly all the lower power en-

gines and build, as an officer or the
flying corps With much experience
said to me only last .week, fewer ma-
chines if necessary, but higher power-
ed ones.

110,000,000 American Contract.
"Beyond this there needs to be a

very definite inquiry as to the work of
the royal Jiaval air service. When the
admiralty was forced to admit last
...i-- in ! TTniinR of Commons that

kin a contract for supplying airplanes
from America, running mio mum uibu
tmnnnnnn tti.rA wu Included a com
mission of 16 per cent, nearer 12,000,000
than Il.OOO.OW, ine taxpayer en-

titled to ask whether that was neces
sary, when coin ine venaer uw uio
purchaser were willing and anxious to
contract.

I do not say there was corruption
In regard to these contracts In the ad-

miralty, but I do say that a provision
in the purchase price of a commission
of a sixth of the total to an English
barrister would be enough to put an
attorney general on inquiry. If we
can only get an inquiry thoroughly
started I think a good deal more will
come to lfcht than the particular con-
tract to which I have referred."

Dissatisfaction. 1b Commons.
The Parliamentary correspondent

of the Times, writing on the evidences
of dissatisfaction with the conduct of
the war, says the resentment of the
country has permeated the House of
Commons, and the ministers are be-
coming daily weaker. In their own
stronghold. He continues:

"There is no difference of opinion
whatsoever about the reason for the
growing unpopularity of the govern-
ment It Is due entirely to their fail-
ure to wage the war with vigor and
to organize the nation and them-
selves. At this moment a half dozen
great problems all directly connect-
ed with the war and of most urgent
Importance have been overripe for
solution for weeks.

"The man power question has ad-

vanced to a stage that is acute,
though the whol future of next
year's campaign depends upon its set-
tlement early thiB winter. The air
board crisis is still protracted from
day to day. While views are ex-
changed between Lord Balfour and
Lord Curzon, the air services wait
for machines. Meanwhile the German
submarine campaign goes steadily
forward, while such insistent ques-
tions as arming volunteers and the
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organisation of merchant ship build-
ing remain in abeyance. -

"So does the question of increasing
the production of food. Kvery expert
agrees about the danger. The minis-
ters have their .advice oh record, but
sUIl days pass 'and nothing is done.
As for the prev.eatlon of waste, the
government's proceedings are rapid-
ly becoming a laughing stock."

TRY EASTLAND SUITS

Aftermath ef Steamboat Disaster In
'Chicago Courts.

CHICAGO, Jan, li Although more
than a year and a half has elapsed
since the picnic steamer Eastland
turned turtle at her dock, la the Chi
cago river here, snuffing out the lives'
of 812 men, women and cniiaren,
compensation for their deaths has
not been made, and the suits growing
out of the disaster today are1 In a
bad legal tangle.

Surviving relatives of the 812-wag- e

workers who met death oa the East-
land are, in many instances, poor
people who depended on the earnings
of the victims of the dlsaster.i

Interest In the situation today cen-
ters on the .question of whether S3
suits for, damages in Federal jpurt
shall be consolidated and air tried at
once, or tried separately.

Should the supreme, court order
the- - caser tried separately, as the
owners of the Eastland demand, it Is
estimated that the trials will last
fifteen years, allowing a minimum of
two weeks for each case.

There Is a bill before Congress to.
give the United States "Court of
Claims jurisdiction in the cases. This
would open the way for the surviving
relatives of victims to make claim
against the Government. Many of
them blame the Federal steamboat
Inspection service for the disaster.

BLINDFOLDED FOR TRUCE

Austrian And Italian Officers Meat
In "No Man's Land."

ROME, Jan. IsAhow hostilities be-

tween Italian and Austrian troops were
temporarily suspended while blindfolded
officers from both sides met to discuss
the" merits of a certain explosive in
ctvfllxed warfare was told here today
for the first time.

The Austrians hoisted the whits flag
of a temporary truce and negotiated a.
discussion by wigwags. The Italians ac-
cepting, the Austrian representatives
masked their eyes and crossed No Man's
Land for the Italian trenches. The
Italians gave them safe conduct to head
quarters. Following the conference the
blindfolded officers were led back to
their own fortifications and hostilities
were renewed. -
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